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PROGRAM NOTE

Meraki, (pronounced: meb-rub-kai), was composed during the COVID-19 pandemic summer of 2020 and finished
in 2021. The piece begins with a communal gathering of breath, inviting and shaping the ensemble's participation through
wave-like gestures and staggered entrances. The invitation of pitch is created in a peaceful marimba duet that explores the
acoustic space, evolving into a wash of textural and timbral colors throughout the ensemble. The piece continues to ebb and
Sflow, emulating the beginning breath gestures, until the final dynamic swell into the exultant ending. While the piece wasn't
created with adirect narrative in mind, reflecting on the overall structure, tonal palette, and series of events, I discovered
an interesting resemblance to my own experience of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic; from meditative beginnings,

developing mindfulness, restructuring, to an evolution of expectations.

Meraki was composed as a commissioned work for the Washington State University Symphonic Wind Ensembles
Director, Dr. Danh Pham.

PERFORMANCE NOTE

Wind Sounds
Each instrument (with the exception of double bass, percussion, and piano) is asked to breathe through their instrument at
the beginning and end of the piece. This should be done with enough air to be beard to the audience, but not enough to
produce tone. Dynamics are relative bere and should be done dramatically enough to create a gusting/wave-like effect with
a soft beginning, crescendo, and smooth ending .

Clarinet Solo
As a prominent feature of the work, the clarinet solo should be handle with care and effortlessness. If a strong clarinet
player is unavailable, an cue bas been placed in the alto saxophone I part.

Tempi
The work is mono-thematic, focusing on the arrival of the 4 dominant sections: Breath, Chord Colors, Clarinet Solo, and

the Final Swell. The indication of tempi are flexible, but should all lead toward the final swell at {D]. The final section to
feel like an arrive and should not be rushed.

Brass Fanfare
Measures 110 - 113 were conceived with the intension of a gradual culmination of brass flourishes. The rbythms are less
important in regard to the overall texture, which should start sparse and exponentially grow into unmeasured flourishes
from the section that aim for the rbythm at the end of bar 113.

(July. 2020 - Aug. 2021)
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